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ORCHIDS 

The  following  letter  was  received  in  this  office  in  response  to  a  letter  commending  a 
Colorado  Congressman  for  his  vote  against  extension  of  the  draft  and  against  drafting  teen¬ 
age  boys: 

”It  was  kind  of  you  to  express  your  appreciation  as  you  did  regarding  my  stand  on 
extending  the  draft  and  against  drafting  teen  agers.  It  often  surprises  me  that 
so  many  people  have  time  to  C(X2plain  about  something  but  so  few  have  time  to  say 
thank  you;  therefore,  your  letter  was  appreciated  all  the  more." 

Representative  John  E.  Sheridan,  Democrat,  of  Philadelphia,  who  led  the  fight  on  the  floor 
against  drafting  teen-agers,  received  an  orchid  "frcan  a  Republican  mother"  in  Illinois. 
Congressmen  do  deeply  appreciate  encouragement  and  approval  of  speeches,  votes,  and  other 
actions  which  their  constituents  or  other  citizens  find  worthy  of  commendation. 

SOME  raiNGS  YOU  CAN  DO 

Write  Senator  Robert  M.  La  Follette,  Senate  Office  Building,  Washington,  D.  C.,  commending 

him  for  his  sponsorship  of  the  reorganization  bill 
and  his  able  chanpioning  of  it  in  the  Senate,  where  it  passed  June  10  by  a  vote  of  U9  to 
16.  (See  the  May  Newsletter  for  detailed  e^qalanation  of  the  measure.)  The  Senator  on 
June  U  made  the  most  forthright  speech  against  the  extension  of  the  draft  which  was  made 
during  the  debate  in  the  Senate. 

Commend  the  following  Senators  for  voting  for  the  Revercomb  amendment  which  would  have 

halted  inductions  unless  specifically  ordered  by 
Congressional  resolution  and  would  have  placed  the  Army  on  a  trial  voluntaiy  basis  ;  C. 
Wayland  Brooks  of  Illinois;  Harlan  J,  Bushfield  of  South  Dakota;  Arthur  Capper  of  Kansas; 
Robert  M.  La  Follette  of  Wisconsin;  William  Langer  of  North  Dakota;  E,  H.  Moore  of 
Oklahoma;  Chapman  Revercomb  of  West  Virginia;  Henrik  Shipstead  of  Minnesota;  William  A. 
Stanfill  of  Kentucty;  Tom  Stewart  of  Tennessee;  Robert  A.  Taft  of  Ohio;  David  I.  V/alsh 
of  Massachusetts;  Burton  K.  Wheeler  of  Montana;  Kenneth  S.  Wherry  of  Nebraska. 

One  could  wish,  however,  that  this  group  of  Senators  were  more  zealous  for  real  inter¬ 
national  economic  and  political  cooperation  and  organization  which  must  be  developed  if 
conscription  is  to  be  permanently  avoided. 

HOW  DID  YOUR  CONGRESSMAN  VOIE?  SPECIAL  SUPPLEMENT 

Sixteen  key  House  roll  call  votes  and  sixteen  Senate  roll  calls  have  been  tabulated  by 
the  Legislative  Committee  of  the  Congregational  Council  for  Social  Action  and  the  Friends 
Committee  on  National  Legislation  for  the  information  of  their  constituencies  and  printed 
in  a  special  voting  record  siq^plement  for  widespread  distribution.  Along  with  a  member's 
vote  must  be  considered  his  efforts  for  or  against  legislation  in  committee,  on  the  floor 
of  Cohgress,  and  on  the  radio  for  an  adequate  evaluation  of  his  leadership. 

Order  enough  of  these  voting  records  for  every  family  in  your  Meeting  or  for  groups  in 
Thich  you  are  active.  Available  idiile  they  last  at  the  rate  of  per  hundred  postpaid. 


Page  2 


Washington  Letter  No,  31 


DRAFT  EXTENSION 

Final  action  on  extension  of  the  Selective  Training  and  Service  Act  will  probably  have  been 
taken  by  the  time  this  Newsletter  reaches  our  readers.  It  is  now  before  the  lUnoan  Senate- 
House  conference  committee  which  will  seek  to  iron  out  the  differences  between  the  versions* 

The  Senate  passed  on  June  by  a  vote  of  69  to  8,  a  year *3  extension  of  the  Selective 
Training  and  Service  Act.  The  amended  bill  made  men  liable  to  induction  from  18  to  up 
to  the  Army  ceiling  of  1,550,000  men  on  July  1,  19146  and  a  decreasing  number  of  140,000  a 
month  until  the  more  permanent  ceiling  of  1,070,000  is  reached  July  1,  1914?,  A  graduated 
pay  increase  up  to  $0%  in  the  lower  grades  of  enlisted  men  was  approved  as  an  incentive  to  ^ 
voluntary  enlistments.  The  pay  increase  is  estimated  to  add  at  least  l450  million  dollars 
to  our  annual  military  budget.  Fathers  were  exempted  from  further  induction,  are  subject 
to  release  by  October  1,  and  length  of  service  for  draftees  was  limited  to  18  months. 

The  House  version  passed  April  15  by  a  vote  of  290  to  108  provided  a  nine  months  extension, 
limited  the  draft  to  men  between  20  and  29,  and  ordered  a  holiday  on  inductions  until 
October  15  in  order  to  give  voluntary  enlistments  a  five  months  trial. 

So  the  extension  of  the  Selective  Service  System  and  peacetime  conscription  is  virtually  ^ 
assured.  Still  at  issue  are  the  questions  of  drafting  teen  age  boys,  a  draft  holiday, 
and  the  details  of  pay  increases. 

Some  of  the  underlying  reasons  which  motivated  the  draft  vote  were:  (1)  Fear  of  Russia, 
and  a  desire  to  checkmate  her  expansionist  policy.  (2)  Unwillingness  to  repudiate  openly 
General  Eisenhower,  Secretary  of  War  Patterson  and  other  military  leaders  i^o  had  asked 
for  the  draft.  (3)  Assurance  of  occupation  forces  for  Germany  and  Japan.  (U)  Replacements 
for  overseas  veterans  and  fathers  in  the  service.  (5)  Fulfilling  international  commitments 
and  backing  tqp  the  United  Nations, 

When  for  an  hoiir  and  three-quarters  Senator  Chapman  Revercomb,  as  a  member  of  the  Senate 
Military  Affairs  Committee,  took  these  claims  apart  and  showed  from  the  Anty*s  own  fig\ires 
that  the  draft  was  not  needed  for  occupation  forces,  bringing  fathers  home,  or  reaching  the 
indicated  strength  which  they  had  requested,  there  were  only  from  12  to  20  Senators  on  the 
floor.  The  Senate  was  simply  not  inclined  to  listen  to  opposition  arguments.  Nor  had 
Senators  spent  a  great  deal  of  time  on  the  question  beforehand  because  of  the  extended 
debate  on  the  British  Loan  and  the  exceedingly  heavy  mail  on  the  0  P  A,  There  were  no  real 
efforts  in  the  Senate  to  seek  the  international  abolition  of  conscription,  to  seek  a  holl- . 
day  or  suspension  of  increased  armament  esqpenditures  or  to  halt  a  world  armament  and  con¬ 
scription  race.  Nobody  sharpened  the  issue  sufficiently  which  was  raised  by  Senator 
ladings  in  January,  that  the  United  Nations  could  not  succeed  so  long  as  the  Americans, 
British,  French  and  Russians  maintained  huge  national  armaments, 

FRIENDS  COMMITTEE  ASKS  STARNES  RIDER  REPEAL 

Raymond  Wilson  appeared  before  the  House  Subcommittee  on  Military  Appropriations  on  Tuesday, 
June  U,  and  asked  in  behalf  of  the  Mennonites,  Brethren  and  Friends  and  others  interested 
in  foreign  relief  projects  that  there  be  deleted  from,  the  forthcoming  appropriations  bill 
the  rider  irtiich  prohibits  conscientious  objectors  from  serving  abroad  in  relief  work  when 
paid  for  by  private  funds,  / 


ATOM  BOMB  CONTROL 

The  amended  McMahon  Bill  S,  1717  passed  the  Senate  unanimously  on  June  1,  It  is  now  before 
the  House  Military  Affairs  Committee  which  must  decide  whether  to  report  it  out  favorably 
to  the  House,  or  report  out  again  the  War  Department  initiAted  May-Johnson  Bill  which  has 
been  vigorously  opposed  by  the  atcxnic  scientists  because  they  believed  that  it  gave  the 
Amy  too  much  control  over  atomic  development. 
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RELIEF  SHIPMENTS  STILL  NOT  ADEQUATE 


On  Jime  1,  the  United  States  was  a  million  long  tons,  or  more  than  37,000,000  bushels, 
short  of  the  goals  set  by  the  President  in  February  for  shipment  abroad  before  July  1,  We 
should  ship  2,000,000  tons  in  June.  The  Secretary  of  Agriculture  vdio  has  been  spreading 
unwarranted  optimism  all  year  has  promised  1,^00,000  tons.  However,  the  highest  shipments 
to  date  were  900,000  tons  in  January  and  only  585,000  tons  were  shipped  in  May, 

Extremely  serious  from  the  supply  point  of  view  is  the  proposal  now  being  debated  in  the 
Senate  to  lift  all  price  controls  from  livestock  and  meats.  Any  further  grain  diverted 
from  human  consunQ)tion  abroad  to  livestock  feeding  in  the  United  States  may  result  in 
thousands  of  deaths.  If  livestock  prices  are  allowed  to  rise  sharply,  taking  grain  prices 
with  them,  our  shipments  of  grain  abroad  will  be  correspondingly  curtailed.  Grain  eaten  as 
food  yields  something  like  seven  times  as  many  calories  as  when  fed  to  animals  for  meat 
production  and  the  meat  eaten  as  food,  so  the  en^hasis  on  grain  shipments  must  continue  for 

some  months  in  this  emergency  period.  If  0  P  A  is  discontinued  or  its  price  control  on 

livestock  and  foodstuffs  removed  it  will  have  the  most  serious  consequences  on  our  ability 
to  feed  the  starving  abroad.  Fats  and  oils  are  in  greater  deficiency  than  any  other  com¬ 
modity,  The  American  people  should  set  aside  more  of  these  for  foreign  relief  and  dis¬ 
tribute  equitably  the  remainder  by  rationing  here. 

DRINKING  UP  BREAD  FOR  THE  STARVING 

According  to  Claire  Sifton  writing  in  the  Washington  Post  for  June  9,  19U6,  37,000,000 

bushels  of  grain  were  used  between  September  19145  and  March  I9I46  to  make  a  larger  quantity 
of  hard  liquor  than  in  any  con^Darable  period  of  history.  There  is  a  £2'  year  supply  of  hard 

liquor  on  hand  now  if  not  another  gallon  were  distilled.  Distillers  are  now  restricted  to 

three  days’  operation  per  month  and  2,500,000  bushels  of  grain.  Those  figures  do  not  in¬ 
clude  beer. 

Jerry  Voorhis,  Congressman  from  Los  Angeles,  testified  before  the  House  Agricultural  Com¬ 
mittee  on  his  resolution,  H,  J,  Res.  325,  that  85  per  cent  of  the  diet  of  nearly  half  of 
the  people  of  the  globe  is  bread.  His  resolution,  on  which  an  additional  day  of  hearings 
is  expected  next  week,  would  empower  the  President  and  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  ”to 
prevent,  so  long  as  the  present  food  shortage  ,  .  .  continues,  the  use  of  grains  for  the 
manufacture  of  liquor  or  any  other  non-essential  purposes  and  to  channel  such  grains  either 
into  human  consungjtion  or  into  the  feeding  of  livestock  in  the  United  States.”  Material 
Tirtiich  Jerry  Voorhis  has  placed  in  the  Congressional  Record  is  being  mailed  with  this 
Newsletter,  Write  to  him,  to  your  own  Congressman,  and  to  Representative  John  W, 
Flannagan,  Jr.,  Chairman  of  the  House  Committee  on  Agriculture  urging  immediate  and 
favorable  action  on  this  resolution, 

CIVIL  GOVERNMENT  AND  SELF  GOVERNMENT  FOR  ISLAND  POSSESSIONS 

Whether  the  United  States  is  going  to  accept  United  Nations  Trusteeship  over  Pacific  Islands 
Tdiich  she  has  claimed  or  will  claim  for  sole  U.  S,  administration,  and  idiether  the  popu¬ 
lations  will  be  ruled  by  civilian  or  military  government  are  two  extremely  important  issues 
now,  Andrew  J.  Biemiller  of  Wisconsin  on  May  27  introduced  H.  R,  6585  i^ich  has  been 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Insular  Affairs  and  is  titled  ”The  Insular  Self-Oovemment  Act 
of  I9I16,"  This  bill  would  transfer  the  government  of  island  possessions  (except  military  or 
naval  reservations)  from  the  War  or  Navy  Departments  to  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  A 
charter  for  local  self-government  may  be  authorized  by  petition  of  one-fourth  of  the  adult 
inhabitants,  and  natives  are  given  guarantees  of  various  civil  rights.  Representative 
Henry  M.  Jackson  of  Washington  introduced  H.  R,  6605  on  May  29  with  a  similar  purpose. 

Write  to  the  Institute  of  Ethnic  Affairs,  Inc,,  1719  K  Street,  N-.W,,  Washington  6,  D.  C, 
for  a  copy  of  an  address  given  May  29  by  Mr,  Harold  L.  Ickes  on  the  repressive  practices 
of  naval  government  in  Guam  and  Samoa,  Write  Mr,  Biemiller  your  encouragement. 
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FULBRIGHT  BILL  AND  BLOOM  BILL 

Senator  tulbright* s  Bill,  S,  1636,  ■»rtiich  would  authorize  the  use  of  surplus  property  abroad 
for  educational  purposes  passed  the  Senate  unanimously  but  is  stalled  without  action  in  the 
Hoase  Committee  on  Expenditures  in  the  Executive  Department,  headed  by  Carter  Manasco  of 
Alabama,  This  bill  would  assist  foreign  students  by  helping  on  transportation  costs  to  our 
shores,  but  would  not  pay  for  tuition  or  expenses  in  this  country. 

The  Bloom  Bill,  K.  R,  li982,  would,  among  other  things,  enable  the  State  Department  to  spend 
money  for  scholarships  for  foreign  students  in  this  country  and  provide  for  the  interchange 
of  students,  professors,  and  outstanding  persons  in  the  fields  of  press,  radio,  motion 
pictures,  education,  science,  the  arts,  agriculture,  public  health,  and  other  leaders  of 
national  affairs.  This  bill  would  provide  for  the  establishment  of  information  centers 
abroad  for  the  dissemination  of  information  about  the  United  States,  its  peoples  and  its 
policies.  The  measure  is  still  in  the  Rules  Committee,  but  the  chairman  of  the  committee, 
Adolph  J.  Sabath  of  Illinois,  is  interested  in  this  legislation  and  will  seek  to  bring  it 
out  of  committee, 

BRITISH  LOAN 

The  House  Banking  and  Currency  Committee  has  concluded  hearings  on  the  British  Loan  which 
passed  the  Senate  on  May  10  by  a  vote  of  U6  to  3U.  If  the  Committee  acts  favorably  on  it, 
it  could  reach  the  floor  of  the  House  next  week,  given  clearance  by  the  Rules  Committee, 

FOOD  PARCELS  TO  GERMANY 

Announcement  was  made  on  May  28  that  food  parcels  not  exceeding  eleven  pounds  would  be  ac¬ 
cepted  for  delivery  to  the  United  States  zone  in  Germany,  Only  one  parcel  may  be  sent  each 
week  by  one  person  to  the  same  addressee.  Contents  are  limited  to  essential  relief  items 
such  as  non-perishable  foods,  clothing,  soap,  and  medicines.  Parcels  and  customs  declar¬ 
ations  must  be  marked  "gift  parcel"  and  the  value  and  contents  stated  on  the  customs  dec¬ 
larations,  This  announcement  followed  Congressional  approval  by  unanimous  consent  in  both 
Houses  of  S,  2101,  which  was  explained  in  the  May  Newsletter,  a  bill  authorizing  permission 
for  such  shipments, 

UNIFERSAL  MILITARY  TRAINING  BILLS  INTRODUCED 

By  request  of  the  American  Legion,  Representative  Andrew  J.  May  introduced  H,  R.  SShh  on 
May  2li,  and  on  June  6  Senator  Chan  Gurney  introduced  a  similar  bill,  S,  2303 >  to  require 
all  qualified  young  men  to  undergo  a  period  of  compulsory  military  training, 

Mr,  May's  bill  would  create  a  National  Security  Training  Commission  of  five  members  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  President  consisting  of  civilians  who  have  served  in  the  armed  forces  of 
the  Nation  in  time  of  war.  Every  male  citizen  \q)on  attaining  his  eighteenth  birthday  shall 
be  enrolled  into  the  National  Security  Training  Corps  for  military  or  naval  training,  or 
for  training  in  a  vocation,  skill  or  service  of  value  to  the  military  security  of  the  Natioi 
High  school  students  may  be  deferred  until  graduation.  All  physically  fit  young  men  shall 
take  a  basic  training  of  sixteen  weeks,  followed  by  options  of  (1)  not  less  than  36  weeks 
in  some  approved  course  in  school  or  college,  or  (2)  couple ting  the  course  at  Annapolis, 
West  Point,  etc.,  or  (3)  advanced  R.  0.  T.  C.  in  college  plus  U  months  service  as 
instructor,  or  (U)  two  years  service  in  the  Armed  Forces,  or  (5)  three  years  enlistment 
in  the  National  Guard,  or  (6)  advanced  training  in  National  Security  Training  Corps  for 
36  weeks.  Penalties  may  include  five  years-  imprisonment  or  $10,000  fine  or  both, 
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HOW  DID  YOUR  SENATORS  AND 
CONGRESSMEN  VOTE  IN  1945-1946  ? 
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The  Friend's  Commif+ee  has  not  attempted  to  pass  judgment  on  all  major  legislation  before  Congress.  They 

have  concentrated  mainly  on  SUPPORTING  IN  PRINCIPLE  world  organization,  reciprocal  trade  agreements,  the 

loan  to  Britain,  FEPC,  civilian  control  of  atomic  energy,  respect  for  the  rights  of  conscience,  and  an  adequate  pro¬ 

gram  of  relief  abroad,  and  in  opposing  universal  military  training,  extension  of  the  draft,  and  the  militarization  of 
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"paired  for"  and  one  "paired  against"  the  measure  In  question.  Such  a  pair  helps  to  Indicate 
the  attitude  of  a  Congressman  but  does  NOT  count  as  a  vote. 

The  number  In  front  of  the  Senator'  or  Representative's  name  Indicates  his  Congressional 
District.  AL  signifies  Congressman-at-Large. 
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